
local news.
\1 kxandria Commercial Exchange..

'|'i,e banquet of the Alexandria Commercial
l-'xi-hauge at their new hall,corner of King and
I'uion streets, yesterday eveuing was, as stated

the Gazette, one of the most agreeable af-
, that ever befoi e ^ occurred in this city.

The hall is one of the most beautiful in the
! ;'u)trv. It is sixty feet in length aud forty iu
I vdtli- with a haudsomely arched aud orna-
.uted ceiling twenty-tive feet high, and as

,"V of the speakers said, hod been constructedu'ith special reference to work and not "talk"
,he laws of optics, and not acoustics, having
1,,-en observed.

.
\i two o clock, the members ul the iliX-

.h uiire aud about two hundred iuvited guests,
urinv of whom were from Washington, George¬
town and the surrouudiug country, beiug pre-\ut George Washington, esq., the President,
:iMVUded the stand; rapped with his gavel,
.ind («eorge V. Worthingtou, esq., taking a

position beside him said:
Mr. President of the Commercial hxchange:

It becomes my pleasintr duty, as the repre¬
sentative of the Kxchabge Building Company,
tt« put vou in possession ot these rooms lor the
n.-e of your association, aud I trust, sir, that
the object which my compauy lias aimed to at-
,.ml lias been accomplished by furnishiug the
tit.-idbers of your association with accommoda¬
tions suitable" to their business aud which may
meet with their approval. ,

While we have the satisfaction ol affording
vour association rooms so well adapted to its
business and into which we may all take pride in
introducing our friends, it is gratifying to

to have beeu instrumental iu removing irom

utie of the most conspicuous places in our city
a building that was a disgrace to the coiumu-

uiiv, and which impressed strangers with the
t-elicf that the commerce and trade ot our city

so dead as to cause the Government to with¬
draw the revenue officers aud abandon the C..us-
unb house to be used as a receptacle of old iron,
Mes and rags, aud that we have erected in its

,, ;uv this handsome edifice which evinces that
there is "life and hope iu the old laud yet.

Tiie Association over which you so ably pre-.
; je was formed some four years since, under

tin- name of the Corn and Produce Exchange,
and it was then thought by some that theie
was not business euougb to justify such a step ;
nevertheless it was taken, and one year .after,
when about to retire from the elevated portion
with which L had been honored, as the
tir-t President of the Association, it became
u,v duty to present to the members a statement
ot*the operations of the association tor the pie-
c ..,din,r vear aud to congratulate tnem on the
increased" trade and upon their future bright
prospects. I also directed their attention to
theSources from which their increasing business
e.uauited-from an indomitable people who had
k-eu exiled from their homes for over tour
Nvar^ and to which they had returned but a

few year, siuce to tiud devastated aud swept ot
houses, fences, labor, stock, provender and
utensils.in fact uougiit but a barren wastel¬and that uotwithstauding their giooiny and for¬
bidding prospects, how this people went man¬

fully to work aud by energy aud hard labor soon

made the waste places green with crops that
were sent to our city to be exchanged tor the
necessaries of life, aud fertilizers for their long
u.-ttlected lands.

. ,

And, sir, X aiso encouraged our members with
th^e wordsof one who was more than.a prophet
...Men do not gather grapes ot thorus, nor

of thistles" aud "by their fruits ye shalllu-them;" aud I toldI them chut the Irm s

we had then received ot the hard laboi aud eu

e-'v of these dauntless sous ot V irginia, were

l.uTau earnest of what we might hope tor in

the future. That I held out uo delusive pre¬
dictions, has beeu evinced by over tour millions
of bushels of grain, the large quantities ot floui
aud pork, and other agriculture products re¬

ceived by our merchants, an 1 tue large quauti-
Ues of merchandise,with over a hundred thous¬
and tons of fertilizers, sold by them siuce that.

\ud sir, the thousands of tons ot butter,
poultry. fruit, etc., received here confirms my
predictions of the untiring perseverance and de¬
termination of \ irginia s fair daughters to

cneerfully make the best of their aU*^d "r"

eumstances. God bless them, aud may thc>
be happier in their calico aud homespuugow ns

attending to their dairies, poult!) )aids, aud
other domestic duties, than man.) ol then .e

in more favored sections, luxuriating iu their
siiks and tine linens.

,

With the custom aud friendship of such a

people, we may hope for a continued increase
of our agricultural business, to conduct wliic ,

with what we can by energy ootaiu from other
sections, will so crowd this room, ere mauj
years, as to require au exteusion oi its pieaeut

"Tarn aware, sir, that we yet have eroaSe«
in our community, some ot whom base.said
that the erection ot this building was a

..... ...fni expenditure of tnouey, aud predict be-
that this ha,I Will beabuodon-

' Let"uie "remind these "drones" of their
..looiuy forebodings,aud discouraging prognas -

cations When We were about to organize oiu

Association, some four years since, we were

then told that Alexandria was so dead a d bc-
vond resuscitation it was useless toaLemptto
inspire life into her, and they would have ad
us to stand about idle all the day long h> e.m g
to the Conductors aanouMuiff Al^utdy^!\.hon as their trains passed through out lifeless
St
Then, sir, let me contrast our situation as it

was tlieu with what it is now, and « «

Dronhets what has been done by the encrg>
,md perseverance of men who were not willing
to join theiu in performing tile last rue. aud
ceremonies over a city these croakers proDouoc-
ed defunct. i-

Then the financial condition of the city was

such as to cause the belief that the heavy debt
was a burdeu that could uot be borue, and so

general was this belief that the bonds of the
corporation sold at 30 to 35 cents on the dollar
when auy oue was found bold enough to buy
them at all.
Mow our people cheerfully pay the neces¬

sary tux to enable the corporation to lnantuin a

more perfect municipal government than ever

before, and also a sum sufficient to meet punc¬
tually the 1'ulJ amount of interest on Lhe bonds,
the effect of which lias been to raise their
value to near par.
Then there was uone so bold as to risk his

uiouey iu improvements of any k:nd,and but few
deemed it worth while to patch up aud keep
iu order property that was doomed by some to
become valueless at au early day.
Now we see iu some of our streets whole

blocks of new buildings, and iu almost eveiy
street improvements, .some of which would be
creditable to any city, and the general appear¬
ance of prosperity, such as indicates that it is
being preserved, not ouly for its present use,
but for its future value.
Then our only bank showed but a small bal¬

ance to the credit of depositors. Now our two

bauks share large balances, indicating the ac¬

cumulation of money by our people.
Then our stores and shops found their limit¬

ed customers among our own people, and of
those of the immediate neighborhood.
Now extensive sales of merchandise and ma¬

chinery are made to the interior, aud the in¬

creasing trade of our merchants aud mechanics,
prove that, their energy ami perseverance are

being rewarded.
Then our grain and flour trade was deemed

by some as insufficient to justify au organiza¬
tion to facilitate the dealings iu such articles.
Now we have a grain trade second to noue

in the State, not even Richmond, as will be
shown by the following comparative statement
compiled from the reports of the corn and fiour
exchanges of each city:

Sold in 180S-'09, 1869»'70, 1S70-'TI.
Richmond 1.177,328 1,299,230 1,306,087.
Alexandria 1,148,100 1,401,240 1,059.004.
Thus it is shown that the sales of grain in

this market exceeded those of Richmond the
past three years, and an increase of the trade
notwithstanding the unprecedented drought of
1S7U, which reduced the crops of some of our
customers to one fourth their anuuul average..

Tlieu we received from Baltimore and New
York the salt required by our customers thus
adding to the eo<t the expenses of freight and
other charges. Now, we find several car¬
goes of this necessary ;irtic!e at our wharves at
the same time, which had been imported di¬
rect fromJLiverpool; thus enabling us to sup¬
ply our customers on more favorable terms than
they can obtain elsewhere, and giving us ton¬
nage to ship direct to Europe cargoes of grain
and other products of our fricuds in the in¬
terior.
This importaut business has be.en secured by

the enterprise and energy of the lew of our
merchants organized as the Corn and Produce
Exchange, by seeking far and wide lor markets
where t hey could dispose of produce to the best
advantage, and thus enable tlieui to pay such
prices as would stop in our city, a trade that
was being rapidly drawn to Baltimore.
The following statements will show how

favorably the prices paid here for agricultural
products compare with those of Baltimore.
As Virginia flour is. rated in Baltimore us

Howard Street 1 compare with Th:tr quality:
Flour.

Family; ' Extra, tfuper.
Baltimore, ST.50 to 8.50, tJ.Sti to 7.50, t'» to 0.-5.
Alexandria, &8.2oto9.25, T.OOtoT.OlJ, ti.50to0.75.

CiRAlN. ®

Wheat, Corn, Ontc, live.
Baltimore, lt>0 to 170, 03toliT, 53 to «.»>, Uo to 1(J2.
Alexandria, 105 to 175, t>5to 0b, 51 tool), '.'0 to 100.

Thus. Mr. President. I have shown the differ¬
ence in our condttiou and prdjio'dri now and
what they were a few years since, wheu we

were told that the trade of our city w.is gone
beyond recovery.

If such results could be achieved by the or¬
ganization of the few merchants engaged in tne

grain and produce trade, wiiat. sir, might We

not hope lor, from the continued action of aii
of our business inch meeting daiij in this luii,
whose extensive proportions are uticui.iied t-»

inspire than with far more exalte;I ideas, than
they have heretofore entertained for the tuture
of their city.
[Mr W. referred to and read extracts from

the Philadelphia and Richmond Corn Exchange
reports |

In August of the year 1807 .the merchants
and buMucssuien of Richmond met aud adopt¬
ed a preamble and constitution for their organ
izatiou. Their Association was composed oi
147 members and firms from all brandies oi
business as appears by their iis'.
We here tind commission merchants, manu¬

facturers, machinists, millers, grocers, banks,
bankers, brokers, druggists, jewellers, clothiers,
brewers,.tobacconists, liquor dealer.-, seed and
implement dealers, lumber dealer.-*, hide and
leather dealers, iusurauce agents, coal dealers,
crockery merchants, boot, shoe and hat dealers,
auctioneers, railroad and steamship president,
and evcu lawyers organizing into an association
for the general prosperity of their city.
Showing, sir, what has been done in other

cities. L would now a-k what is the object ol
your Association? Is it otiiy to* facilitate the
dealings in $:raiu and produce, or has u greater
aims in view, which will give to Aiexaudria a

place where lier bu.-iness men ol evvry oecupa-
tion ln.iy daiiy meet for the transaction ol .>usi-
ness, aud exchange views on matters pertaiu-
iug to the general welfare ol our city; and
when it is necessary demaud ill a voice tliat
will be heard and respected by our legislators
at Richmond, such measures as will conduce to

her interest and prosperity.
In furtherance of such a desirable object it

has been deemed advisable to follow tiie cx-

auiple of the Philadelphia merchants and change
th^ name of the Corn and Produce Exchange
to the more comprehensive one ol die < oin-

mercial Exchange.
And 1 wouid recommend that you invire into

the Association geuihmt n representing ail
branches of business.

[ trust, sir, that this meeting will be an epoch
iu the history of Aioxiudrm, iroiu wliich will
date her onward march with strides that will
neither falter or slacken untii we sec our

wharves lined with shipping, our warehouses
filled with merchandise of every clinic, our

work shops, with scores of others, tilled with
hardy artisans, and we able to supply oi on:

own importation aud manufacture ali kinds of
merchandise and fabrics to meet the require-
lueuts of the people along the extensive lines
of the various channels of trade which this city
is so favored with.
With our Orange, Alexandria and Man issas

Railroad extruding through the nio.-t. fertile
section of our State, to the very borders oi
North Carolina, and on the oue hacrJ connect¬

ing with others passing through the rich cotton
and rice fields of Georgia anil ilie Carolina*, and
on the other with those extending through Ten
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana ami
Texas: A\ ith tiie .Manassas branch running
through the rich Shenaudoah Valley: With our

Washington and Ohio road extending through
another rich section of our State to the coal field*
of Hampshire, thence on to the Ohio river whore
it will meet the trade of the great Ohio valley
and boundless great West: and ivitli a canal
running through the urnst fertile section oi
Maryland to the coal fields of the Allegahauies,
wherein is buried countless wealrh. to be brought
to the seaboard and distributed far and wide,
also affording us fuel for mauufactu: ing cheap
er than at any other point.
With all of these, and other advantages, we

should, indeed, expect for this city a business
that will require fleets of tonnage ol* the largest
class, for which the deep waters of our broad
Potomac afford stuh an excellent channel to

distribute to all parts of the world, and these,
exchanged for tea, coffee, sugars, aud other
merchandise, to be brought here and sold to

our numerous customers far and near.

Some ma)* say that these are but the vision¬
ary ideas of an idealist ; if so, i would a.-k,
wherein any portion of the picture is too

highly colored? Have we uot ali the arteries I
have named ? Have we not a most fertile
country, with a thrif ty people along the lines of
these channels of'1 trade? Have we not

the bold Potomac with her deep channel at our

very doors '! We have, sir. and lack nothing
but combined energy and enterprise . and 1
trust that this meeting inaugurates a move¬

ment that will speedily supply ah that is want¬

ing to make Alexandria a large and prosperous
city.

In conclusion, Mr. President, I will again
express the hope that the company which I have
the honor to represent, has succeeded in provi¬
ding for the members of your association such
accommodations as will meet with their appro¬
val, and which will tint only aid in improving
the appearance of the city, but to a large de¬
gree aid iu her progress and prosperity.

Permit iue| gentlemen, to now introduce to yon
the President of the Commcreral Exchange of
Alexandria. He bears an illustrious name,

that is written upon, the very pinnacle of fame,
aud which is endeared iu the hearts of his coun¬
trymen. He Was the first President of the
United {States, and now we have liis worthy
name-sake. George Washington, as the first
Presideut of the Commercial Exchange of Al¬
exandria.

Mr. Washington, in reply, said :

Gentlemen: It is my privilege and pleasant
duty to accept this room from the President of
the Exchange Building Company, and to ex¬

press the thanks of this«Assoc.ation for the able
and satisfactory maimer with which the com¬

mittee have discharged their duty, and for the
good taste displayed in its structure.

To our friends who are present to-day, and

especially to those from the country, and from

other cit ies and towns, 1 extend, on behalf of
the Commercial Association, a most cordial and
hearty welcome.
Gentlemen, we welcome you to day, to this,

our first social reunion, and trust that new

friendships in;iy he formed and old ones

strengthened at this friendly gathering.
If you desire to see your State merge from

the thick cloud of darkness which now sur¬
rounds hei; if you would see her stride forth
like a giant in her strength and take that place
in the family of States to which her geographi¬
cal position and her vast, and an yet undevel¬
oped natural resources entitle her, with her
honor unsullied, and her credit unimpared,
stand by your cities and towns, foster aud en¬

courage in every way you can your manufac¬
turing and commercial interest, for these are as
the artries through which flows your own life
blood.

Invite capital, labor, and intelligence, to
make their home in Virgiuia. Relieve them as
far as possible from taxation, and be sure that
you impose no burdens on them that you do
not impose on yourselves. Share with them
equally and fairly the burdens, and you will re¬

joice and share with them their prosperity.
Hut, (Jentlemeu, 1 will not consume your

time, as I see present others willing and more
able to entertain you upon this agreeable occa¬
sion, and whom we will take pleasure to hear.

If i> my pleasure to renew the invitation al¬
ready extended, and give you, one and all,
a^ain a hearty welcome.I now call you from
labor to refreshment.
The invitation of the President "from labor

to refreshment" was accepted with a will, and
the table, which extended the entire length of
the room, was soon surrounded, and the zest
with which the lobsters, sardines, turkeys, sad¬
dles of mutton, pigs, rounds of beef, hams,
oysters, pickles, fruit, cakes, and every other
tlilug that is good to eat, were attacked, was

the nest evidence of their excellence that could
be adduced. Meanwhile liquors of all sorts
began to circulate, and the roars of laughter
cawed by the jokes and witticisms were ac¬

companied bv the pupping of many a bottle of
champagne.
The inner iu:ui having been satisfied, the

IVe.-ideni again took the stand and the follow¬
ing ton-1.- were read :

Our invited Guests-.We extend to them a

hearty welcome to our festive board.
Virginia.May the cloud which now obscures

her fair tame, soon passuway, and herglory shine
brighter than ever.
The Governor.an adopted son of Virginia.

Hi- devotion to tin; interest ol'the State endears
him to ail of her people.

Klliot M. Braxton, our Representative in
Con«rreS'.Kver ready to advocate g measures
for tile prosperitj* of hi* native State, and our

city.
Our Representatives in the Legislature.May

they evi r be us deserving of our confidence as
their action t«. this time entitles them to.
The Mayor of our City.Faithful to the dis¬

charge of his duties and awake to the interests of
his constituents.
The veteran Editor. Edirar Snowden, esq..

May he live t see the consummation of his life'
long hopes and endeavors to make Alexandria a

gre-.t and prosperous city.
The Press.A fulcrum l>3* which cities and

nations are rais"d to lof'.y pinnacles, and without
tin* nid "t which ail of our efforts to build up our

city would he futile. May it always be as honor¬
ably represented as it is here to-day.

liur .\L'l'icuiturai friends.Mav the fruits of
their hard labor be as bountiful as they desire,
and their happiness such as can only be found in
rural homes.
The Georgetown Millers.Liberal customers

of our grain trade.may their prosperity be
equal to the excellence of their Hour.

Tiie Merchants of Washington arid George¬
town.Active competitors for some of our trade
-may a'l we cannot handle pass to them.
.Our Absent Friends.The lack of whose pres¬

ence mars our enjoyment.
<>ur Railroad Companies.May they extend

their iines to their utmost desire, and their pros¬
perity be equal to the benefits they bestow on

our city.
Our Banks and Brokers.Without whose aid

trade and commerce would sutler.may they
always have a long list of depositors, and a short
li - l of losses.
Our Manufacturers.May their public spirit

and enterprise be duly rewarded.
Our Mechanics.On whom we rely to build

up our city.mav they ever be able to find plenty
of work with prompt pay.
The Legal Profession of our city.To be in

whose clutches is not as agreeable as it is to us

t-i have them in ours to-day.
The Medical Profession.We prefer to have

thosij of our city under our treatment, than they
to have Us under theirs.
Our adopted Citzens.May they And among

us the congenial and happy homes which we

sincerely and cordially offer to them.
The Coal Merchants.Whose business so

largely adds to the shipping of our port.may
they be liberally rewarded .for their enterprise in
bririL'imr lo us such a valuable acquisition to our

eomui'Uve.
TIim Fire Department of Alexandria.Tlio

watchful protectors of our properly.inav they
always have plenty of hose witli a full supply of
witter, when required.

Virginia's Fair Daughters. By whose inspira¬
tion her sons have made the waste places green
.M ;<y they be blessed with allthe t torn forts and
li:mpHiL-> they s«i jasily deserve. May *iod bless

The sentiments,in obedience to loud calls, were
luippiiy responded to by the following named gen¬
tlemen in the order mentioned: Linden Kent,
Ivluar Snowilen, sr., Fayette MeMullen, of
M trion, 1!. W. Nolund, of Albemarle, W. 31.
Mali, of Washington. A. K. Browne, of the
Legi.-Iutive Council of the District of Columbia,
II. W. VandcgrilV, \V. U. Cazenove, Kmanuel
i'Vainrifi, A. C. Kell, George Duffey, J. M.
Stenart. M. 1>. Ball. J. C. Hill, John Lannon,
F. A. Keid, Joel Miller, Kdward Daniels, of
the Richmond State .fournal, D. L. Smoot, K.
.S. Lead beater, and Henry Heaton, of Lees-
burg.
The following' resolution, offered by Mr.

Daniels, was then read and unanimously
adopted:

H'sofn-i/, That W", cordially invite Immigra¬
tion from the North and Irorn Europe, to come
among us, and aid in building up our waste

places, developing our resources, and making
Virginia what she is capable of becoming, in
the family of the States.'

Jtnoi'rrii, That we extend the hand of frater¬
nal welcome to every man who comes to Vir¬
ginia, for these purposes, whatever his birth
place or his opinions.
The annexed letters and telegrams were then

read.
Front Roi'al. Wa.ruen* Co. Vh., Jan. 30.

.1 fens/*.*. l'crcc ij" Loving:
M i" Dear Srus: . Your'sof ynster lay,.en elos-

ing coniplimentary invitation t:> the inaugura¬
tion of your new and o:egant Exchange build¬
ing. is iust received.

"if cir< uinstances would permit I would most
certainly attend; for I love and admire your
good old city;.soon destined to becomo a place
of wealth and importance. And I love your
business men. A nobler body of generous libe¬
ral-minded gentlemen. I never knew. Their
generous kindness to our sufferers by the flood
will never be forgotten.
With my congratulation* on tlie evidence of

progress and enterprise your new Exchange will
present to the world, I am truly yours,

M. B. Buck.

Lynchburg, .Tan* 31.
Mr. Or. \\~ 'rtiiing ton:
My 1j;: a r Sir:-We regret that business prevents

our availing of your loud invitation to be pre¬
sent to-morrow at the opening of your new Hall,
wh ch otherwise would ntford us pleasure to do.
We trust that the "Commercial Exchange

Association," of Alexandria, will have a suc¬
cessful future, resulting in an extensive revival
of trade in your city.

Your obedient servant,
McDamkl & Shei.tos.

Alexandria, Va., Feb. 1.
Messrs. (r. V. ll'urt/iirigton, ami oth-.rs:

Please accept my thanks for your polite card
of invitation to the "'opening." I regret very
much that a prior business engagem *nt prevents
my presence on the occasion.

Very truly yours,
L. IIill.

Ho J3K ok Representatives, Wash. Jan.M.
iW. ssrs, Wafthingtim, Worthington ut'd others:
Dear Sirs:.Please accept my thanks for

your invitution to he present on the -occasion t»t
the opening of the new Hall for the Commercial
Exchange Association of your city.
My official duties here will deprive me of the

pleasure it would give me to he with you. I
hope this movement may he of advantage to

your city, .and the beginning of inore.-tsedrpros¬
perity throughout the South. 1 liavdjjthe nimpr
to he, respectful! v. your ob'd; serv't,

W. McCi.eu.a'nk

Washington. Feb. 1.
yiessrs. Wortht yt'ui, ]iTitSi<JHjtoiand others:
Ge.vti.emkn*:.We deeply regret that tin* bu¬

siness now before the House prevents us from
being present on the interesting occasion of the
opening of your new Hall. We congratulate you
upon this auspicious omen for your dear old
city, with many thi'.nks for your courtesy, and
wishing you and j'nur city great prosperity, we

are very respectfully,
|». M Pi'BOISE.
Wm. Terry.
E. .\l. Hraxtox.
K. T. W IK kk.
J. T. Harris.

Ruhmoxjj, Va., Feb., 1.
To G&'iryc, R. Shi //, K-sij.:
Dear Sir:.Please thank the Committee of

the Corn Exchange for their invitation to attend
the banquef to-day, which it would give inn

pleasure to accept, could i leave here. 1 send
ms my toast:.the Merchants of Alexandria, for
enterprise and liberality not surpassed by those
of any other city in the Union. S C. .Neale.

Dr. W. B. Klipstein proposed the following
toast, which was heartily applauded :

May prosperity and success in business attend
our merchants corn men.-urate with the energy
and enterprise manifested in the erection ot this
tine building, an ornament to our city, and an
earnest of its future prosperity; and may our

bankers, brokers and monied men appreciate
their merits.

In response to the toast, )ur adopted cit¬
izens," Mr. F. A. lleid responded asfollow?:.

iMr. President : It affords me pleasure to re¬

spond to the toast just uffered to your adopted
citizens. Fifteen years ago the sharp ynd chil¬
ling winds of' mv native hills admouislied me to

escape their vigor and seek a more genial clime.
The proverbial hospitality of \ irginians and
the genial kindness of the good (people of A!«iX-
audna, induced nie to east in my lot among you :

and, sir, during that fifteen years. 1 have never
extended my hand in kindness to a \ irginian
but that the friendly grasp has been warmly re¬

turned. We thank you, gentlemen, lor the
kind and generous reception you have given us.

We are with you. and we are of you.your in¬
terests are our interests. (Jo on then, gentle¬
men, and stand by your adopted citizens ; in¬
crease their number.-" as rapidly as possible : in¬
vite their capital and energy, and they, with
your a>s stance, will make your valley> vo&il
with the mu-ic of their whirling spindles, and
your mountain sides resound with the noise of
the pick and shovel, as they wrench from the
bowels of these grand old mountains their long
butied treasures, and in this way will they beii»
you to redeem tiiis proud ofd State from tlie
cloud w!iich now over-shadows her. In the
meantime, insist that Virginia shall, as lur as

posMlile, meet her just obligations and redeem
her plighted faith, and so doing, you will so es¬

tablish b 'th public and private credit that cap¬
ital will How in upon you, rates «»l interest de¬
crease, and we shall listen no lniig<*r to the cry
of usury laws ! usury laws ! !
The company dispersed between six an 1

seven o'clock, all having enjoyed a deliglufsil
evening, and the remembrance ot the opening
of the Alexandria Commercial Ivvbange will
long be treasured among the happie.-t memo¬
ries of those who were present.
Friendship Fire Company..The Friend¬

ship Fire Company held a regu'ar meeting last
night at their hall, Dr. J. B Johnson, Presi¬
dent, in the chair, with James Dugan .Secre¬
tary. The President stated that 'he Suction
is in perfect order, and that the IIo.se carnage
had on it about four hundred feet, of tolerably
good hose, and he also stated that the Com¬
pany had in its trea.-ury seventy live dollars
and seventy nine cents. .Mr. James Dugan. on

behalf of the Company, presented to the Pres¬
ident, in a very neat speech.a stipurb l 're->iiiu
down, which the President accepted in a lew
appropriate remarks. I he meeting adjourned
after passing a resolution requesting ail tlie
members to be present on the next meeting
niirlit, to make suitable arrangements lor the
contemplated parade on the -I'd.

RlVKR News..The river Mill coniir.u.iS
completely blockaded by ice except twice a

day when a narrow track is made by the Aquia
Creek mail boats on their way up and down.
The ice is hard and fast as low down as (juan-
tico, but below that point it is floating. The
steamers F. C. Kuight from New York, arid
the Utility from Norwich, bound up. are an¬

chored in Quautieo Bay. The schooner Charlie
and Nellie, that left here several days ago with
a cargo of grain for New Bedford is lying. oft
Indian Head unable to move, and her captain
is making arrangements to protect her win n

the ice begins to break.

Attemitto Escape..A young man f rom

Washington, named Fidward James, who was

arrested hero yesterday on a capias, and held
in jail all night, went up on the street this
morning, under the charge nf deputy .sergeant
Ward, to obtain security, and while in the
house of a friend, slipped out the l ack way
and attempted to make his escape. The olli-
cer. however, who soon missed him, went to

the front door and seeing him running down
the street started in hot pursuit, and soon

brought him to by hailing him and threatening
to shoot if he did not stop. II2 w is taken back
to the jail.
Columbia Fine Company..A meeting of

the Columbia Fire Company was held at their
hall last night, the Presideut, \Ym. lvil^our, in
the chair, and M MeLoan, Secretary. The
committees on the Firemen's parade on the Ji'd
iust., and on the benefit lo be given the Com¬
pany by the Alexandria Hramatic Association,
reported progress, but no business of general
interest was transacted.

Property Sai.es..George W. Parker, real
estate agent, has just sold a lot on Patrick
street, between Queen and Princess, to a color¬
ed man named Kobiri&w fi»r SI 10. a kJ a Jot on

Queen street between Patrick and 'Aiiiyd to
Simon Lee, colored, for $100. , ,¦

Free Salt..Mr. Wihiam A. Smoot, of this
city appeared before the Congressional Com¬
mittee of Ways and Mean®, yesterday, in Wash¬
ington, and made an anniment in favor of the
removal oi the duty on salt.

I«'E..The ice crop was gathered this a-.as.u

with less trouble and expense, and in a shorter
time than was ever before kno\rti. and the qual¬
ity, too, is better than it has been for years-
clear, and five and .*ix inches thick. 1 Nearly
ali the ice houses in the eitv have been filled.

*:: «*.&

Bali, at West Exj>..A large aud very
agreeable ball was given at West End last night
by some of theyotmg gentlemen of that Vi'Inso.
Among those present were many from this
city.
Reunion..The Hurmonie Association gave-

a reunion at their ball, over Adam's Express
Offiee, last night. A numerous company was

present, and the occasion was a very happy
one.

Egyptian Antiquities..Prof. Guh. S<-vfF-
artli, a learned and distinguished lecturer, will
deliver a discourse upon Egyptian Antiquities
to-night at Sarepta Hall.

Candlemas..To day was Caudlemas Day
in the Rotnau Catholic Church.a festival in
honor of the purification of the Virgin Maiy.
Appropriate services .wore conducted in St.
Mary s Church, and the caudles to he u*ed
during the year were blessed.

| 3^1"sir..A straggling brass band made its

fapjjoarancc on thestreets today, playing be-
j fore many doors, and handing around a hat for
contributions;
Coal for Richmond..Chmberluud coal,

by t he carload. is hciuirsenf from here lo Mich-
uiond, via the 0.. x. 'k M. K. K.

A Meeting in reference to the proposed P.
& P. K. H.. will be he'd at Drancsvilie, Fair-
lax Co., to-morrow.

Patent. .Mr. Nathan U. Bond, of Fairfax
Court llou.-e, has obtained a patent for a "self
releasing hook.
Police P.EI'ORT..There were 110 cases of a

criminal character at the Mayor's or at either
of the Magistrates' offices this mominff.
Night HePort..Night clear and cold..

There were no disturbances nor any arrests.
Three lodgeiv. but no pii.su icrs. wore at the
station house.

TtiLEGRA I'il"NEWS.
i I) I -. ]' A TC H ES TO TU K OA Z1CTT K. ]

i' itOM WAS5E1sgTO X.

CONGRESS.
Washington, February 2. 1872.

The y^hate was not in session to-day, having
adjourned yesterday until Monday.
The House after passing a resolution of in¬

quiry relative to the commerce of the Pacific
slope, resumed the consideration of the Indian
appropriation bill.

Foreign sqwh.
Jjt»ND"»N, Feb. 1..In a recent con versation

with General Billon President Thiers is report¬
ed to have said : "I am sincerely in favor of a
moderate republic, and lomr thought it possi-
ble : but, 1 now see I was mistaken and the re¬

public cannot exist, even with my aid. laui
compelled to se< k the happiness of the country
elsewhere.

1'AKts. Feb. 21..The specie in the Bank of
France lias increased 2.2')o.o00 francs during
the week.
London, Fs.-b.ii..In proceeding to St: Pauls

Church on the 27th instant, tp be present at
the thankssjivim; ceremonies fixed for that day.
Her Majesty will, for the first time, deviate
Iroui the customary route alone the Strand and
Fieft streets via. ( Karriug cross and 'J'eru pie
Bar. The royal procession will take en that
o'cadou the New Thames Fnibankment,facing
West mi niter lo new Biacklrjars bridire, which
with the immediate bridges, embankment,
i'.'irdens and the public and many private build-
iniis facing the river, will be decorated with
fl ics, fl.>\\crfi and other evidences:l6f loyal good
wilt.

S he Loiitsli tiailroad SHtasiCi'.
New V<vrk. Feb. 2..A Seranton special

>:af<:S that shortly after the removal of the
bodies to llie ?JaiM-'«to Hou<e three others died.
on1' being a female school teacher. J he acci¬
dent was from a broken rail, caused by the
fr«»sr. The eiicine and two cars We-nt over it
saii-ly. tin? next ear breaking the coupling and
was precipitated down an embankment, drag¬
ging the ut xt car after it. All the passengers
but two were more or less injured. The com¬

pany did everything for the comfort of the pas
scngers arier the accident. It is the first in-

of life lost on the Lehiiih Valley Rail-
r<>ad.

Fllt'ds *>rJealousy. ir
LEX t.\*<«TON. K.V., Feb. 2..James St-.iUgfl

an I his wile, old an 1 respectable residents of
Richmond. Kentucky, became involved in a

ipiarreil yesterday when he plunged a clasp
knife into her breast an 1 abdomen fifteen or

i w nty times. The jealousy of the. husband is
said to have be« n the oriuin of their difficulties.
He was un l -r tin: influence of diipior yesterday
aed they were alone at the 'time, but some-

neighbors entering the house'^obn afterwards
found Mrs. SfoinJi mi the floor in a pool of
blood. She liv' d only long enough to tell her
terrible story.. j

i'roiu \<".v York.
Nk\v Fob. 2.. Ueury Coulter, of

I'it: -ilfiirxr. accepts the challenge of I lie BLdiu
UrotJiers o f this eity. for a thousand dollar
Itriit nico, to take place in M.iy on on the
Schuylkill river.

Tile V.niiit C.uL re-elocfcd James Gordon
Benu-tt jr., commodore. W. lJ. Douglass vice
commodore and Frank ().--gnod rear commodore.

Tiic (iraiul iiiikc.
Lorisvn.i.K. Kv.. Feb. 2..A special from

Cave City tothe Courier Journal says the Graud
Ibike Alexis and suite. accompanied by a num¬

ber of ladies and gentlemen arrived there a!
one o clock yesterday afternoon and left imme¬
diately Inr ilie Mammoth eave. where tliey
-pent four hours, enjoying underground scenes

and wonders. Tlie party started tor Memphis
soon after midnight.

Siii«i<los.
SAn Fka.wisco, Fch. 2..Cbiistiau Lean

shot and killed himself yesterday at his wile's
litdve iri Lone Mountain Cemetery. Lorenzo
A. L'liuljis >hot himself through the head and
body at his lesidun'ce. New I'alrero. while iu-
SOlt*.

ScaSdod to Dfitlli.
I'ij!»viI'ENCE. JC I , Feb. 2..Wil iam Free¬

man, a dyer, fed into a vat of h it dye and was

;scald-.; 1 to death.
The fljirkofs.

N|mv V«)RK, Feb. 2..Stock.-' linn and steady.
Governments firm and dull. Va. f.'s. nt'ii; new.

ooj. .N. C 's, 32; new, 10. Money (i per ct..
Gold Fiour dull and heavy. Wheat quiet
arid (inn. Corn unchanged.
Haltimorr, Feb. 2..Virginia sixes. old.

-15 bid; do. coupon, old. no bid: do. consolidat-
*c^. 'i-j bid. «05i u.^ked.,1 \\. \ a. s loi bid.
asked. Cotton quiet but firm: low middlings
iTijaSi'. F'our quiet and steady; Western super-
line o:7d i0.50; extra 0 75a7.5<J: family 7..r>f> i8.20.
Wheat quiet but tirui; Pennsylvania Sl.^aSloij.
Corn quiet and unchanged; stock scarce. Oats
linn at f>'J.i.}7. Kye linn at ^JuOaSlOH.

g7v L K i.-F VaTFmJLK L.vND.

By virtue of a decree of the Circuit Court of
Fairfax county, rendered at its June term, IdTO,
in the cause of: 'J'. McCarthy vs. Kdward Smn-
lon, the undersigned, commU-ioner, will sell, or
MONDAY, the 19ih day of February, 1372.
Court d.iy, in iront of ihe'Court liou«e door oi"
Fairfax coutily, tit 12 o'clock ui., the valuable
TRACT OF J.AND now farmed by Tim.
ft'Conner, and near(tlic U»nd.whereon he resides,
'containing 110 acre*, with tine improvements,
and Well wouJed und watered, with a iineyoui*g
orchard, and being very valuably land -thesame
lyins? ea-t of the liraldoek road, one h.uf a mile
south of Anandaie. on the Little Hiver Turn¬
pike, and a mile and a half from Springfield -ta-

tinn, on the A. & >1. K. li.
Term*: Ten per rent to be paid do;vn ns a de¬

posit; the re-idue in »>, i2 and 1H months, with
interest, to be secured by bond, with good se¬

curity; thy title to In* retained until the,purchase
money is paid, and tiie eash payment t«j be for¬
feit.!, and the land resold at tin.- ritk of th«- pur-
cha>'-r should in; fail to eoniplv.

M. DtLAN V BALL,
Surviving Commi-donei.

Fairfax county, jan 23-lawts
KYSER WATKli.Just received an- tlmr

^ supply of (ieyser Spring Water.
"

jan 25 WARFIELD & HA LL.

.iveraojv &iles.

lij Ii. I> Harrison, Auctioneer.

CCOMMISSIONERS' SALE OF REAL ES-
J TATE IN ALEXANDRIA, VA.-Pur-

.suunt to u decree of the County Court of Alex¬
andria county, rendered at its October term,
1871, in the chancery cause of Barley, Triplett
& Co. va. Bowder.'s administratrix and another,
the undersignod, as commissioners appointed by
said Court, will sell, by public auction, to the
highest bidder, on WEDNESDAY, the 21st
da}' of February, 1872, at 12 o'clock m., in front
of the premises, the LOT OF GROUND
with the HOUSES and other im prove-JgjalL,
nients thereon, on the south side of Queen, De-
tween Alfred and Patrick streets, fronting on

Queen street twenty leet and extending back one
hundred feet to a ten feet alley, being the prop-
ertv of which Alexander Bowden died seized
and possessed.
Terms: Une tenth cash; the remainder of the

purchase money in three equal payments at 6 ,

12 and 18 months, to be secured oy the purchas¬
er's bonds, with good surety, and' a retention of
the title to the property sold until the purchase
money shall have been fully paid. Cost of con-

vevancing to be borne by the purchaser.
EDMUND BURKE,
D. L. SMOOT,

jan 10 ts Coir.m'rs. of Sale.

Green A Wise,
[Real Estate Agents and Auctioneers.]

BV VIRTUE OF A DECREE OF THE
Corporation Court for the city of Alexan¬

dria, Va.,'rendered at the October term, 1871, of
said Court, in the suit of James B. Williamson
vs. George Davis et als., the undersigned, com¬

missioner, appointed by the said decree, will ex¬

pose to sale, by public auytionv in front of the
Mansion House, Alexandria, Va., on SATUR¬
DAY,'the 3d day <>f February, 1872, at 12 in.,
the HOUSE and LOT, No. 187 Cameron
street, Alexandria, Va., at present occu-

pied by George Davis.
Terms: One tenth of the purchase money in

cash, and the residue in three equal payments at

six, twelve and eighteen months from the day of
sale, with interest; the deferred payments to be
secured by the notes of the purchaser, with ap¬
proved security, and the retention of the title to

the property until they are paid.
CHARLES E. STUART,

.inn 10-oots Comm'r. of Sale.

IJjr F. A. Kerby, Auctioneer.
/COMMISSIONER'S SALE OF REAL ES-

TATE IN THIS CITY OF ALEXAN¬
DRIA..By virtue-of a decree of the Corpora¬
tion Court of the city of Alexandria, rendered at

its December term. 1871, in the suit of Boker et

ux. et al. vs. Erskme etux. etal., the under¬
signed, commissioner in 3«id decree named, will,
on SATURDAY, the 10th day of February
next, at 12 o'clock noon, in front of the Mayor's
otHce, in the city of Alexandria, oiler for s*i«. to
the highest bidder, the following LOTt» jF
GROUND, in the said city:

JAlt No. 1.Situated on the south side of Duke
street, between Alfred and Henry, beginning yy
fuel fr<»m Alfred ; thence south 114 feet; thence
west 2-1 feet live inches; thence north 114 feet;
thence east 24 l'cel o incites to the place of begin- <i

ning.
Lot No. 2.Situated on thb north side of

Franklin stre'-t, between Alfred and Henry sts.,
beginning 2'j feet west of Alfred ; thence north
111 feet; thence west 2-1 feet; thence south 114

feet; ihe!i<'£ east 24 l'cet to the place of begin¬
ning.

Lot No. 3.Situated on Alfred street, between
Duke and Woife streets, beginning 20 ft. from
Woito street; thence west 110 feet; thence north
2o feet; thence ea-t 110 feet; thence south 26 feet
to the pMce of beginning.
Terms: One-fourth of the pufchaso money

cugh; the remainder in three equal instalments
at six. twelve and eighteen months from date of
sale, wiih interest, l'orywuich deferred payments
not(S, with -aiisfaciorv Y-ndorseinent, will bore-'
quired. '1 he liue will be retained until linal
payment is made. Mamps and deed at the <. >-t
oi the jjurclnuer. WILLIAM H. BECK,
jan 11-eots Com in'r. of Sale.

By r. i>. Slitz'risou, Auctioneer.
rpuCSTKE'S SALE OF A VALUABLE
JL BRICK BUILDING IX ALEXANDRIA,
VA..By virtue of a Ueed of trust executed by
Mary Reinmuth to the undersigned, trustee, ou

the 7th day of October, 1870, and recorded in
liber No. i, page 12'), ut the land records of the
city ot AleXiiiulria, 1 .-hail sell,on Wki»\'Usl>ay,
the 7th day ot February, 1872, at 12 o'clock m.,
in front of the Mansion House, Alexandria, Va.,
a two-story BRICK BUILDING, situated
on tile north side of Duke street, between
Patrick and licnry streets, very near the O., a.
A: >1. and the A. & F. R. R. depots, being tin;
house f -rnierly occupied as a bakery by Mary
Kcinmulii, and now occupied by Patrick O'Neil.
Only the house is to be sold, with the privi¬

lege of removing the same.such being the prop¬
el ly conveyed in said deed, and which was

granted to s:«id Mary Reinmuth by the former
owners of the lot upon which said tenement
stands.
Terms: One-fourth cash, and the residue in

three equal instalments, at six,* twelve and eight¬
een months, with interest, secured by the noted
of the purchaser, frith approved security.

O. C. WHITTLESEY,
jan 11-lawts Trustee.

ri'lRlT.STKE'S SALE..Urider authority ol- a

JL deed of" trust from.; Joseph .M. Wood and
wife, dated .Mny 28, 18*18, duly recorded in Fair¬
fax county. Virgin in,1 I will stll, al public auc¬
tion, <>n if»e promises, at 12 o'clock 111., of WED-
N KSI)A V, liu; 7th duv of February, 1872, UN E
H C iN L» R E 1) 70-100 AC Li Erf OF L A N I) id Paid
county, part of tlio original "llollin Hall"' es¬

tate, :i!».>ut four miles beiow Alexandria, on the
Alexandria, .Mount Vunion and Accotink tum-
pike roud, beginning ttt a stake and stone on the
north .-ide of .-aid turnpike, on Charles liallen-
ger's line, and running wiUi his Jitio S. *5(5° 3U'
\\*., 1H oil. 4o links, to a stake irv Henderson'*
line, on the south edge of the turnpike; theneo
'with Henderson S. Ill® 37' E. 62 cli. to a stake,
earner to Henderson, .Moore and Snowden, at
the intersection of tbedituhes; thence with Snow-
den's line N. 8.'»° 10. eh. 1)0 links to a stake, cor¬

ner to C-iibbf; theneo with his land N. llJ° 37'
\V. b~ eh. 3U links to the beginning.
Terms cash. FERGUSON BEACH,
jan I-moIs Trustee.

Ily <ireon A Wise,
[ Ituul Estate Agents and Auctioneers.]

TKL^TKK'Si SALE OF A TRACT OF
X LANDNEARTJIE VILLAGE OF AC-
COTINIv, IN THE CuL'NTY OF FAIRFAX.
By authority of a deed from Ezra Trotli arid
wile to the undersigned, trustee,, dated the 1st
day of October, ItoG'.t, and recorded in liber K,
No. 4. 1'oiio 210, of the land records of the cou/i-
tv of Fairfax, conveying a tract of land near the
village of Aecotink, in said county, in trust to
secure the payment of a not« on the said deed
described, lor the sum of $2U00, I will sell, by
public auction, in front of the -Mansion House
Hotel, in the city of Alexaudria, at 12.15 p. m.,
on SATURDAY, the 3d day of February, 1872,
the said TRACT OF LAND in the said deed
mentioned, containing 55i acres, and for a more

jmrtieular description of which relerenceis here¬
by made to tiie said deed.
'Terras: .So much of the purchase money to he

paid in cashf'us will bo .sulBcient tu pay the
auj'. unt due on said note, the expenses of sale,
taxes and other cost-, and the residue thereof to
be paid on fie lir.it day of October, 1872; the
deferred payment to be secured by deed of trust
on the Jauu. II. U. CLAUGIIToN,
dec <<. r-eots Trustee.

Hj <jJrc*en «fc Wise,
[Real Estate Agents and Auctioneers.]

rp R L S T E E ' S 8ALE OF A TRACT OF
X LAND NEAR THE VILLAGE OF AC¬
COTINK, IN THE COUNTY OF FAIRFAX
By authority of a deed from J. B. Troth and
wife niid others, dated October 1st, 18'5'i, and re¬

corded in liher K, No. 4, folio 218, of the land
records of Fairfax county, conveying to the un¬

dersigned, a- trustee, a tract of land, in said
county, near the village of Accotink, in trust, to
-ecure a note in said deed described, for the sum
of £2,1 15.2i). I will soil, by public auction, in
front of the -Mansion House Hotel, in the city of '

Alexandria, at 12 o'clock in., on SATURDAY, ».k t

the 3d day of February, 1872, thy said TRACT
OF L.V.n D in the said deed mentioned, contain¬
ing lo3 jteri's, an 1 for a more particular descrip¬
tion ol wiii.;li reference is lierehy made to the
said deed.

Ter.iiK; So much of the purchase money to be
paid in cash as will bo sufficient to pay the
amount du»« on said note, the expenses of sale,
taxes and other costs, and the residue thereof on
the tir.-.l day of October, 1872; trie deferred pay¬
ment to .-.-cured by deed of trust on the land.

II. o. CLAUGIITON,
d<-c 30-eots Trustee.

N O T ICE.

From this date, 11 ENRY COOK, has nn inter¬
est in the business of
jna 2 COOK & CUEIGHTON,


